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SENATOR CORBIN SAYS 





Scandals May 
‘Rock the State’ 


AUSTIN 

Charges of improper practices in 
the Governor's office likely will 
be aired on the Senate floor before 
the current session is over. 

Kilmer Corbin, the dark-haired 
senator from Lubbock, says he will 
carry his charges to the floor him- 
self if necessary. 


Young Demos 
Hit Shivers 


Seek Natural Gas Tax, 
New Senate Land Probe 


AUSTIN 

Governor Allan Shivers was crit- 
icized for advocating higher sales 
taxes and college tuitions and adop- 
tion of the Corbin resolution calling 
for a new Senate investigation of 
the veterans’ land scandal was 
urged by the executive committee 
of the Young Democratic Clubs of 
Texas here Sunday. 

Committee members from _ vari- 
ous parts of the State adopted a 
resolution favoring taxes based on 
“ability to pay,” deploring Gov- 
ernor Shivers’s advocacy of ‘in- 
creased sales taxes on a number of 
items” and increased registration 
fees for college students, and ex- 
pressing a preference for natural 
resources taxes, and, specifically, 
for a natural gas production or 
gathering tax. 

Meeting on the campus of the 
University of Texas, the committee 
also endorsed the resolution intro- 
duced in the Senate by Sen. Kilmer 
Corbin, Lubbock, calling for a new 
Senate committee to hear the “full 
facts” on the administration of the 
veterans’ land program, “including 
Hidalgo County.” 

The resolution by Corbin also 
calls for an investigation of state 
printing contracts let to the Times 
Publishing Company of Mission, 
Texas, and of personal business 
matters allegedly handled out of 
the Governor’s office by his execu- 
tive secretary, Maurice Acers. How- 
ever, the Young Democrats’ resolu- 
tion does not refer to these matters. 

The resolution adopted yesterday 
also urges veterans’ organizations 
to take immediate steps to correct 
the land program which, it is said, 
would be of benefit to all veterans 
and to the general public if prop- 
erly administered. 

Houston was discused as a pos- 
sible site for the next state conven- 
tion of the Young Democrats. Dean 
Johnston, the state president, said 
he would like to have the conven- 
tion in Houston and will consult his 
local organization. 





| 


| 





Texas Farm Cash Income 


In ‘54 Lowest Since ‘46 
AUSTIN 

Preliminary estimates by the Bu- 
reau of Business Research indicate 
that total farm cash income in 
Texas in 1954 was the lowest of any 
year since 1946. 

The figure is $1,848,000,000. This 
is a decrease of only one percent 
from 1953, however. 

Income from cotton lint, wheat, 
and oats increased in 1954 over 1953 
but income from’ peanut farming 
and livestock and livestock prod- 
ucts decreased over the same per- 
iod. 

However, the Bureau says, 1954 
set a new high in Texas building, 
with almost 23 percent more build- 
ing volume authorized in 1954 than 
in 1953. 


/ernor will go to the Press Room 





Corbin has introduced a resolu- 
tion in the Senate calling for an| 


Employees of the Veterans’ 


Land Board ‘ 


T ight 


investigation of “the illegal letting; as Chairman Bascom Giles, knew that multiple 
| beginning, an employee of the General Land Off 


of State printing contracts” and | 
“the widespread public complaints 
of the handling of personal busi- 
ness deals out of the Governor's of- | 
fice by Maurice Acers.” 

Acers is the Governor's executive 
secretary. 

Shivers made a special trip to 
the press room to refute the reso- 
lution. Corbin commented on this: 
“Something’s wrong when the Gov- 


to answer a li’l ol’ resolution.” 

“This is an apparent attempt at a 
re-run of the campaign last sum- 
mer,” Shivers said. “I'll be willing 
to appear before a Senate commit- 
tee, or any one else entitled to 
know, on any phase of my personal, 
official, or business life,” and the 
same goes for Acers, the Governor | 
said, adding: 

“I’m not surprised at this type 
of action. I expect a lot more of it 
from others who fall in the same 
category as Sen. Corbin.” 

Corbin said that in this statement | 
Shivers was “preparing the people 
for further scandals that will rock 
the State.” 

Corbin told The Texas Observer | 
he “did not introduce his resolution | 
as a gesture.” ‘ 

“I’m going to get it heard,” 
said. “If I don’t get a committee hon 
get the material together myself | 
and bring it out here on the floor. ! 
I intend to go to the bottom of it. | 
Why I’ve got calls from all over the | 
State since I introduced it. The peo- | 
ple want it cleared up.” 

- 

Corbin’s resolution also charged | 
that there has been “no investiga- | 
tion of veterans’ land sales in Hi- | 
dalgo, Liberty, and Polk counties, | 
although there have been com- | 
plaints of block sales or sales of | 
large amounts of land to veterans | 
at exorbitant prices in each of! 
these counties.” 

“This idea that they had a three- | 
man board but only one man did | 
wrong is a lot of hogwash,” Corbin 
told this newspaper. “And it’s a lot} 
of foolishness, too, that this is going 
back to the political campaign. We 
didn’t even know about this veter- 
ans’ land thing in the campaign. If 
he wants to go back to the cam- 

(Continued on Page 3) 


The first group land deals 


in the fall of 1949. They involved land in Hidalgo ‘ 


came to the attent 


In addition, a letter was addressed to Attorney 


AUSTIN 

Five men are now under indict- 
ment in suits filed by the Attorney 
General’s Department seeking re- 
covery of almost half a million dol- 


|lars paid them by the Veterans’ 
| Land Board. 


Other civil suits were to be filed 


| and they will be followed by antici- 


pated criminal prosecutions in some 
cases, Attorney General John Ben 


| Shepperd said. 


L. V. Ruffin and B. R. Sheffield, 
both of Brady, are being sued in 





Joe McCarthy To Speak 
March 4 in San Antonio 


AUSTIN 

The American Heritage Pro- 
tective Committee is sponsoring 
a speech by Senator Joe Mc- 
Carthy in San Antonio March 4, 
Austin Hancock has announced. 

Governor Allan Shivers was 
invited to introduce McCarthy, 
but Jimmy Banks, press secre- 
tary to the Governor, says he is 
scheduled to be in Washington 
on March 4 for a meeting of the 
Commission on _ Intergovern- 
mental Relations. He is, there- 
fore, declining the San Antonio 
invitation, Banks said. 

McCarthy will speak at the 
Municipal Auditorium on “com- 
munism.” It ,will be his first 
public speech since his censure 
by the United States Senate. 
The Heritage Committee identi- 
fies itself as a Texas organiza- 
tion for the study of law en- 
forcement problems. 


| 1953, by a county attorney, spelling out a year 
details of a — land deal with C. O. one of Y 


Shepperd Files 2 Suits 
Against Land Declers 


!connection with land 
| State in Kinney Count 
jseeks recovery of $3 
| the two men in the 5 
J. Paul Little, G 
iJr., and H. R. Stallir 
Crystal City, are the 1 
fendants in the second 
seeks recovery by the 
$150,000 paid out in a! 
deal in Zavala County 
veterans. 

A source in the 
eral’s office said the 


Among the allegati 
Ruffin and Sheffield are 


ans wanted to buy la! 
edly” owned by Ruffir 


seen the lands in quest 


and knew that said 


truth and in fact” 
done so and did not w 
In addition, the 


prices” in applicat 
tracts of sale wit} 


ket value thereof.’ 
The veterans 

named as defendants, t 

perd said they were 





ery is sought from then 





BUT NO PROCEDURES SPECIFIED 





Committee Okays Bill on Majority Union 


AUSTIN 

Labor spokesmen and _ Senator 
George Parkhouse of Dallas 
squared off in committee hearings 
last week on the three Parkhouse 
bills further restricting labor un- 
ions in Texas. 

With only one dissent from Sena- 
tor Wayne Wagonseller, the Senate 
Labor Committee approved one 
measure which would prohibit 
striking or picketing for recognition 
or bargaining unless a labor union 
is “in fact the representative of a 
majority of the employees of an 
employer.” The bill does not pro- 
vide a method for determining the 
existence of majority support. 

Attorney General John Ben 
Shepperd said that another bill, re- 
quiring workers on common car- 
riers to cross picket lines to do 
certain kinds of work and subject- 
ing them to a fine or a jail term 
if they refused, would be consti- 
tutional if passed. 

A hearing was also held on the 
third Parkhouse bill to permit the 
bringing of suits against strikes 





and picketing not only in the 
county where the activity occurred, 
but also in any adjacent county, in 
the residence county of the defend- 
ant, or in Travis County. 

B. T. McWhorter, Port Arthur 
lawyer who was on one of the 
“Port Arthur teams” that appeared 
in various parts of the State telling 
their story about the Port Arthur 
strike and supporting Allan Shiv- 
ers, and Hugh Patterson, a member 
of the firm of Baker, Botts, An- 
drews, and Shepherd of Houston, 
advocated the Parkhouse bills. Pat- 
terson testified at Parkhouse’s re- 
quest. 

Various labor 
posed the bills. 

Houston Clinton, Jr., 
the firm of Mullinax and Wells in 


spokesmen op- 


Dallas and attorney for the Texas | 
State Federation of Labor, said that | 


the omission from the majority-de- 
cision bill of any guarantee of the 
right of employees freely to choose 
collective bargaining representa- 
tives without coercion from em- 
ployers indicates the “true purpose 


member of | 


of the bill: To prevent 

organizational activities 
“No provision is mad 

curate determination 


the union,” Clinton said 
ployer can repeatedly 
ently refuse to have 
do with the union.” Wh 


ity of the workers? Cl 
“Which 
counted; the non-strik« 
ers, or both, or neither 
Clinton also 
;criminates against AFI 
jions by requiring that 
of all the employees 
vote for the union 
|}union might be see! 
sent only a segment 
er’s employees 
| Senator Parkhous« 
| should not try 
| through “terrorism 
bill would prevent a 
the Port Arthur strike 


said tt 





(Continued on Pags« 


n to part-time file clerks, 


ld The 
least one member of the staff 


jonn 
any investigations began the 
as promoter. 


pared with “considerable 


That on May 29, they fa 
resented that each of the 


That they knew that the 
“had not in most instar 
even know they were bt 
not agreed upon a purcha 

That they falsely represen 
the Veterans’ Land Board that 


of the 54 veterans had 
particular tract of land 


and Sheffield set “agreed 


“greatly in excess of the 


as necessary parties” and 


zationg and employees fr 


representation of the em}; 


cide if a union represent 


employees ar¥¢ 


s | gations. 
s|know how much money was in- 


We will serve no 
group or party but 
will hew hard to the 
truth as we find it 
and the right as we 
see it. 








Land Deals Known 


In 1949 by Staff 


AUSTIN 
"as well 
were being approved from the 
Texas Observer. 


3en Shepperd in October, 


Shepperd swore under oath that 
he did not see the letter until De- 
cember 28 or 29, 1954, and that he 
has no record of its receipt. It was 
never answered, though it re- 
yuested a civil court action to void 
the deal in question and a law to 
prohibit its repetition. 

Shepperd also said that responsi- 
bility for the administration of the 
veterans’ land program had been 
delegated to the chairman, Bascom 
Giles, and that Giles had approved 
all the transactions. He said that 
he, Shepperd, has not approved any 
of them. The minutes for the last 
three years record either Shepperd 
or his representative as voting to 
approve all the Board’s transac- 
tions. Shepperd said the minutes 
were false in that they “did not ac- 
curately reflect the situation.” 

These developments emerged 
from a week of pyrotechnics in the 
veterans’ land scandal investiga- 

| tions. 

Two hundred people jammed a 
committee hearing room and over- 
flowed into a little hallway leading 
to senate offices behind the cham- 
ber Wednesday as Senator Jimmy 
Phillips began three and a half 


‘ll hours of questioning of Shepperd. 


|Later the special meeting of the 
Senate investigating committee ad- 
journed to the Senate chamber. ’ 

Phillips and Shepperd parried 
tensely while the other four mem- 
bers of the Hardeman committee 
sat listening quietly—except when 
Chairman Dorsey Hardeman had to 
gavel the two men to order. 

Phillips charged after the hear- 
ing that communications from 
Shepperd and members of his staff 
“hastened completion of veterans’ 
land block deals.” He promised evi- 
dence to that effect this week. 

Saturday, Shepperd added: “I’ve 
never asked that anything be ad- 
vanced.” 

Shepperd Saturday said Phillips 
is conducting “an inquisition rather 
than an investigation” on a “purely 
personal” basis. Phillips’s tactics 
have not reflected the attitude of 
the committee nor of the Senate, 
Shepperd said. “That’s obvious. He 
is the only man that has asked a 
question,” he added. 


Apparent divergences in testi- 


| mony from Shepperd and State 


Auditor C. H. Cavness developed 
| during the week. 
Shepperd told the Senate commit- 


2>m- | tee that he never approved any ap- 
t- | plications for land deals, and that 
)} only the one vote of Giles was re- 


pe enange- Cavness said that at the 
| time the minutes of the meetings 
| constituted the official basis of his 


ye | audit of the actions of the Board, 


|and that they operated then on the 
assumption that presence of two of 
the three members of the Board 
|was necessary for meetings to be 
| held. 

Shepperd also testified that im- 


t| proper deals involved probably less 


than $3,000,000 of the $91,000,000 
| spent under the program and that 
ithe “end is in sight” for the, investi- 
Cavness said he "did not 


'volved in the improper deals, re- 

fused to comment on Shepperd’s 

figure, and said that his list of 
(Continued on Page 3) 












































Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art 
JEFFERSON 


CG stions 
row ing uUestton:. 
Austin is still breathing deep this week from the verba 
deftness of John Ben Shepperd and the histrionics of Jimmy 
Phillips. 
The Attorney General double-talked his way into some 
very strange positions in his eagerness to shuck off all the 


Giles, now incognito somewhere in Austin 
Nobody wanted to hold Mr. Shepperd even 


sibility, people began to resent it. 


three times while he was on it, that he never approved a 


alone, a minority of the Board, was adequate to award a 
contract. 


showed two members approving the contracts,, almost 
always Mr. Giles and Mr. Shepperd or their representatives, 
and at that time any other procedure would have been 
thought illegal. 

Are we to believe that land was bought by veterans who 
didn't realize they were buying it, upon the authority of an 
attorney general who didn’t realize he was authorizing it? 

Further, when you delegate responsibility for administra- 
tion, vou do not delegate responsibility for failure 





Senator Phillips rightly disparages Mr. Shepperd’s “‘one- 
man theory” of administering the affairs of the $100 mil- 
lion program. It is but one more step in a program to lay all 
the blame on Mr. Giles. How quickly has everyone forgotten 
the testimony of the disconsolate Giles on December 28 that 
the other two members of the Board share equally with him 
the responsibility for the program! 

Now we have a few questions about the 
this point. 

Mr. Cavness says there are 60 or 75 group deals in all. 
Why has a complete list of them not been released to the 
press? Is someone being protected? It is a public, tax-sup- 
ported program, and this should be a matter of public record. 

What became of that letter written by a county attorney 
to Mr. Shepperd in 1953 telling in detail of a group land 
deal and urging civil action to recover damages”? Was it lost, 
stolen, or destroyed? 

Mr. Shepperd says he became aware of and disturbed by 
the group deals as early as July, 1954. Why didn’t he tell the 
people about it then? Could it have been his realization that 
the summer elections might have ended differently? 

Why in getting its basic picture of the situation, did not 
the House committee call Mr. Shivers, Mr. Giles, and the 
three resigned officials of the Land Board? We feel sure 
they will do so in due time. 

Why did the House Speaker break from established prece- 
dent and leave Rep. Dolph Briscoe, sponsor of the House 
investigation, off of the investigating committee? 

Why, in all the public hearings to date, has no one ques- 
tioned anyone on the possibility that someone was bribed? 

What are we to believe now about the responsibility for 
the operation of the program? 

Mr. Shivers less than a month ago said he would take 
“full responsibility” along with his new appointee, J. Earl 


investigations at 


in the requirements of consistency, and lo, he says the Board 
has delegated all authority to Mr. Rudder. 

Presumably, Mr. Shepperd takes none of the responsibility 
at this point. 

We are profoundly discouraged by Mr. Shepperd’s shirk- 
ing of his rightful portion of the responsibility on grounds 
that he had delegated his authority. 

But through all this haggling over past responsibility, the 
people must not become confused about the deeper issue this 
whole matter raises. 

That issue is the integrity of the State Government. 


Che Cexas Observer 
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to ith, to human values above all 
acy; we will take orders 
overlook or misrepresent 
ignoble in the human spirit. 
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blame for the scandals onto his former associate, Bascom 


one-third 
responsible, but when he started trying to dodge all respon- 

Mr. Shepperd insisted again and again that he and Gov- 
error Shivers delegated all responsibility for the administra- 
tion of the program to Mr. Giles, that “the Board” met only 


single veterans’ land deal, and that the vote of Mr. Giles 


According to Mr. Cavness, the State Auditor, the minutes_ 


Rudder of Brady. But now comes Mr. Shepperd, caught up | 


l 


> 
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A Morbid Condition 
To the Editor: 
Just to keep the record straight 


the 





Helping Greece and Turkey put 
down internal Communism; forcing 
Russia to evacuate Iran; keeping a 
fleet in the Mediterranean to guard 
the Suez and Dardanelles; starting 


organization sparked by the at- 
tempted book branding in San An- 


the Marshall Plan: breaking the 
tonio resulted in the American Ac- ; 
Berlin blockade; coaxing Yugo- 
tivities Committee, duly chartered F ; 
Slavia to quit Russia; declaring the 
by the State of Texas; not the : 
a . ; - Truman Doctrine to fight Red ag- 
Americanism Committee” as _ re- : * 
: gression; organizing NATO: send- 
ported in The Texas Observer I. ; . 
, ing military aid to Indo-China 
According to our dictionary. * 
ne * - ack | backing the Schumann Plan: sup- 
ism is a morbid condition in-| 
; ; |}porting the European Army and 
ducted by excessive use of. (Wins- 
nom Siete acyclopedic edi {German rearmament: going with 
¢ t1O ry. encyciope > edil- - 
stom} - ; the United Nations to fight in Ko- 


As for the library fight, we have 
never believed it to be won. despite 
the pious declarations . 

Many of our members have been 
| reading your series on the library 
and feel that in printing this infor- 
performing a 


mation you are great 


lic service in giving this infor- 
nation to the public 
ROBERTA W. BRISBIN 
San Antonio 
* 
Mr. Truman 
|To the Editor 
I an Eisenhower Democrat 
. Ka earing th 
Tr i Admir ation and i 
as “soft on Communism.” A quick 
eview of the facts shows that it 
as not. Some accomplishments of 


Truman Administration include 
; omitted) 


| rea: using the Seventh Fleet to pro- | 


tect Formosa from Red China 
working for the rearmament of Ja- 





pan; winning Pakistan, a neutral, 
to our side; probably saving France 
and Italy from voting themselves 
Communist: creating “Radio Free 
Europe” and “The Voice of Amer- 
ica.” 

Had not the Truman Adminis 
tration adopted these emergen 
measures the entire world might be 
Communist today. The one t- 
ant mistake of that Administratio 
was that we didn’t send troops wit! 
the militarv aid we sent to hel; 
Chiang Kai-shek fight the Chine 

vil War. However, it car I 
blamed on Mr. Truman because he 


had an overwhelmingly Republican 
Congress! 

BRUCE WILLIAMS 

Fastril, Texas 
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legislative 
week in the 


the 
last 


proposals 
Texas 


Among 
introduced 
Legislature: 

Tax natural gas production with 
occupation tax on the business 


| 
| 


an 








| Laws in the Making 





AUSTIN 
nate passed the executive 
pay raise, with only Sen. Corbin, 
Lubbock, dissenting: adopted joint 
rules which preclude any single- 
shot appropriations until the basic 
agency spending bills are 
passed: and passed bills providing 
for appeals to the courts for review 
of orders from the Board of In- 
surance Commissioners; reducing 
from six four percent the dis- 
count allowed for lump sum set- 
tlements in workmen’s compensa- 


The Se 


State 


to 


|} tion claims for certain government | 


}employees: validating $300,000 in 
| revenue bonds issued by Laredo to 
}construct a new _ international 
| bridge there; and permitting law- 
| suits against parents who refuse to 
support their children under 18 
years of age 





The House sent to State Affairs 
by a 54-89 vote a bill reported fav- 
orably from the Judiciary Commit- 
tee which would transfer the First 
Court of Civil Appeals from Gal- 
veston to Houston. 

Bills on water conservation, a 
statewide water development board, 
and insurance legislation were 
heard before committees and re- 
ferred to subcommittees for study. 

A bill to give the State one-six- 
teenth royalty and half the bonuses 
and rentals on uranium found un- 
der 7,300,000 acres of formerly 
state-owned land was sent to a 
friendly subcommittee in the House 
and Senate for further study. 

House and Senate committees ap- 





|puroved bills to shorten work 
| weeks for firemen to 72 hours in 
| cities of between 10.000 and 40,000 


population. 
Hearings on aspects of appropria- 


|tions bills are proceeding in the 
|money committees of each cham- 
| ber 


Labor legislation was considered 
by Senate committees, and the vet- 
erans’ land investigation proceeded 
(see related stories). 


or occupation of producing gas of 
and one-half cents on each 

1,000 cubic feet of residue gas; Rep 

Ford, Corpus Christi. 

Put filling stations 
state chain tax: 

Corpus Christi 

Double the fee 
cense from $1 to $2, 
to $3 for a commercial license and 
$4 for chauffeur’s permit, to 
yield $2,250,000 to permit hiring of 

200 Rep 
Baker, 

Outlaw books or magazines, the 
publishing or selling thereof, which 
are devoted to “lewd or immoral” 
pictures or to “depraved acts show- 
ing violent brutality”: penalties up 
to $1,000 or three to six months in 
jail or both: Sen. Rogers, Childress. 

Build a state courts building 
with $3,100,000 from the former 
|Confederate pension fund, and 
|establish a State Building Commis- 
sion composed of the Governor, At- 
torney General, and chairman of 
| the Board of Control: Sen. Moffett, 
Chillicothe. 

Liberalize teacher retirement 
| benefits; constitutional amendment, 
| Sen. Aikin, Jr., Paris. 
| Educate drivers 13 years or over 
|in public schools; Rep. Cobb, Sem- 
inole. 


one 


the 
Ford, 


under 
store Rep 
a driver's li- 


and increase it 


for 


more highway police: 


Houston 





Fingerprint parolees or other per- 
sons released on suspended sen- 
tence or probation, and _ record 
other data on them for the Depart- 
ment of Public Safety; Rep. Atwell, 
Dallas. 

Authorize inspection of fruits 
and vegetables by a service estab- 
lished through co-operation by the 
Texas Commissioner of Agriculture, 
USDA, and any interested associa- 
tion or cooperative: Rep. Spilman, 
McAllen 

Give power to the State Board of 
Water Engineers to police the or- 
| Sanization and expansion of cities 
through a Division of Urban De- 
| velopment, especially considering 
| availability of public utilities and 
{other public services: Rep. Pool, 
Dallas. 

Raise teachers’ pay $198 more a 
| year; Sen. Willis, Fort Worth, and 
Sen. Corbin, Lubbock. 

Provide teacher retirement for 
teachers in schools partly supported 
by state funds; Rep. Stilwell, Tex- 
arkana. 














Texas at Large 


| Lobbyists 
_ Get Busy 
_ In Austin 


} 
AUSTIN 
| Used car dealers from Houston 
|}have representatives here’ espe- 


|cially to fight the bill requiring 
| used car sellers to be licensed. Sen. 
Gus Strauss of Hallettsville is the 
sponsor of the legislation 

Ed Gossett, general counsel 
for Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company, is kibitzing in the House 


| lobby a lot. A bill for state-wide 
| regulation of public utilities, in- 
| cluding Southwestern Bell, has 
| 


been introduced in both houses. 

.. Insight into his political suc- 
cess is afforded by Senator Ward- 
low Lane of Center, who says his 
|formula came from an East Texas 
| bootlegger. “This feller says when 
you walk up to a bunch of people. 
| pick out an old sweaty boy and slap 
him on the back,” Lane told Rich- 
|ard Morehead of the Dallas News. 
“Don't pay attention to them 
dressed-up guys. They won't 
member you, anyway. But pay 
little attention to the sweaty 
and he will fly your flag from then 


any 
re- 
a 


guy 


on.” 


Rep. Curtis Ford of Corpus 
liked the Bartlett cartoon in The 
Texas Observer showing Shivers 
axing little-sapling students, smok- 
ers, and drivers and ignoring oi 
and gas interest redwoods, so he 
tacked it onto the front of his desk 
where his fellow members could 
see Someone ungraciously tore it 


down 
Carrying country-boy stuff 
logical conclusion, Zeke 
Zbranek, the new House man from 
Daisetta, puffs on a corn-cob pipe 
on the floor of the House. Rep. Will 
Smith gave it to him 

A freshman legislator says: 
“I must be incompetent, I have to 
all the time and the others 
lie around.” 

As 


to its 


Work 
; weave through sto- 
telling about the Legislature, 
remember that, in both the House 
and Senate, the State Affairs com- 
mittees are “graveyard committees” 
to which Speaker Lindsey and 
Lieutenant Governor Ramsey often 
commit bills they don’t like. Ram- 


you 
ries 


sey sent Sen. Corbin’s resolution 
to investigate the veterans’ land 
program to House State Affairs. 
The House group approved the 
Briscoe resolution without a word 
of comment after charges of an 


effort to stall the House probe be- 
came too well-publicized. 

We see where a weekly pub- 
lished in Austin “in the interest of 
sound, conservative Government” 
carries a front-page editorial favor- 
ing repeal of the state cigarette tax 
exemption for cigarettes bought on 
military posts in Texas. 

Publication in the Austin 
American of a picture of Attorney 
General Shepperd appearing under 
call to testify under oath before the 
Hardeman committee won't do 
Shepperd any good in Central 
Texas. The photo showed a law of- 
ficer next to Shepperd covering his 
face from the camera with his hat. 

“United Texas Drys,” a 
church-sponsored state organiza- 
tion against liquor, has changed its 
name to “Texas Alcoholic-Narcotic 
Education, Inc.” A lobbying office 
has been opened in 
Building in Austin. 

.... Ernest Joiner wrote in “The 
Ralls Banner” that everybody in 
town wanted to know “what dirty 
rat” turned in half a dozen people 
for violation of the liquor laws. 
“Rumors flew like scalded tom- 
cats,” Joiner wrote. It wasn’t his 
printer, he said, but “‘We know 
who had a hand in passing out the 
information. His name is Joiner, 
and he hangs out around the Ban- 
ner offices considerably. And 
Joiner has some news for you. He 
will inform the sheriff’s office of 
any slimy, stinking, low-lived, yel- 
low - bellied bootlegging bastard 


vho sets up shop in this county. 
There are legal, respectable, and 
convenient ways of satisfying a 


thirst for whiskey. We’re going to 
use every means at our command to 
see that you get yours just that 
way.’ Evangelism with a_ ven- 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
group deals numbers 60 or 75, some 
of which remain to be investigated. 

Cavness Saturday said he “re- 
gretted” that his no-comment on 
Shepperd’s remarks led some to 
think he and Shepperd disagreed. 
His office is not far enough along 
to estimate how much money is in- 
volved in the improper deals, he 
said; #The attorney general was 
ready to name a figure and I was 
not.” He said it may turn out that 


Shepperd’s “guess” is correct, “or 
it might be the final figure is 
higher than that.” Interdepart- 


mental cooperation has been excel- 
lent, he said, and he agrees with 
“every phase of the entire investi- 
gation.” 

Cavness said he is ready with re- 
ports on eleven more group deals 
to supplement the eleven already 
reported to the Senate Committee. 
He will present the newly-investi- 
gated deals to the House committee, 
which meets again this Thursday at 
2:30 p.m. 

* 

State officials testified for a total 
seven and a half hours at the 
two committee sessions. Early in 
the week the House approved a res- 
olution by Rep. Dolph Briscoe, 
Uvalde, to create a special commit- 
tee to investigate the program but 
turned down, 99-45, a move by Rep. 
Maury Maverick, San Antonio, that 
all of its hearings be public unless 
permission for closed hearings was 
granted by the House. 

Phillips called Shepperd back to 
Senate committee Wednesday, 
specifying that he be put under 
oath. 

Briscoe announced introduction 
of remedial legislation endorsed by 
Shepperd. 

Then, on Friday, the new House 
committee held a desultory prelim- 
inary hearing at which the apparent 
divergence developed in the testi- 
mony from Shepperd and Cavness. 

Veterans whose leaders said they 
are angry because of delays in the 
investigation had a protest meeting 
in Yorktown Thursday night. 

DeWitt County Attorney Wiley 
Cheatham, who started the investi- 
gations, said at the Thursday meet- 
ing that there is an attempt under 
way to squelch the investigation 
because some “higher-ups” are in- 
volved. 


of 


tne 


* 

Preston Craig, chief of the min- 
erals section of the General Land 
Office, testified about the mechan- 
ics of the land program before the 
House committee Friday. Afterward 
he was asked if members of the 
staff and Giles knew about the ap- 
proval of group land deals in 1949 
when the program started. He re- 
plied: 

“Sure, nothing was ever kept 
from any member of the staff on 
applications filed, any information 
about how many veterans were in 
the deals—everything. Everybody 
right on down to part-time file 
clerks knew about them.” 

Shepperd has testified that he 
did not know about the group deals 
until the investigations began with 
only two exceptions, one in Hidalgo 
County and the other in Falls 
County, both of which were 
stopped. 

Asked by Chairman Joe Burkett 
of the House Committee when the 
first multiple deals came to his at- 
tention, Craig said the first deals, 
back in the fall of 1949, involved 
Hidalgo County land. He said two 
different deals, months apart, were 
arranged by J. M. Fountain and the 
Ranger Corporation in Hidalgo 
County. The group deals became 
“popular” after the first $25,000,000 
had been spent, he said. 

Burkett, who is from Kerrville, 
said that he personally thinks the 
House voted the investigation be- 
cause the Senate committee an- 
nounced it was going to stcp in- 
vestigations Feb. 15, “and then the 
fat was in the fire.” He said he had 
felt beforehand that as long as the 
Senate was investigating, there was 
no need for a House investigation. 
He said his committee is deter- 
mined to get the whole truth @ the 
matter to the people. 


ally were promoted among 








'Winfree Gets Static 
On Houston’s Beauties 


In the first holiday jaunt of the 
54th session, most of the members 
of the Texas Legislature spent last 
Friday as guests of Houston busi- 
nessmen at the Houston Fat Stock 
Show. 


by train for Houston, said that 


beautiful women.” 


point. In the tradition of fair de- 


dence. 








ans by the owner of a large tract 
of land. Sometimes the 
were misled about the fact that 
they were buying land and other 
times they knew they were doing 
so. 

* 

Shepperd said Friday that group 
deals consumed about $8,000,000 of 
the $91,000,000 spent. and that deals 
| involving about $3,000,000 were 





im- 





| proper. Asked by this newspape! 

on What basis he distinguishes 

proper from improper deals, he re- 

| plied that the main test is whether 
the veterans knew they were pur- 
chasing land. 

| Shepperd also told the House 

; committee: 

;| Most of the trouble in the pro- 

| gram was caused by “a group of 


'five or six promoters with inter- 
| locked personal and business rela- 


; tionships”; 
| The “end is in sight” and the 
matter is “not as big as we thought 


it was going to be at one time” 
The Veterans Land Board 
only three times since I was on the 
Board,” then only to issue bonds or 
make transfers to sinking funds 
On the latter point, the minutes 
of the Board show 78 formal meet- 
ings in the last three years. Shep- 
perd recorded as_ attending 
eleven of them, and a voting repre- 
sentative of his office recorded 
as present at every other meeting 
Shepperd told Phillips earlier in 


“met 


1S 


is 


Board had the minutes shown that 
only Giles was present and voting?” 

Cavness replied: 

“The way we were looking at it 
at the time was that it was not a 
meeting unless there were at least 
two there.” 

Grady Starnes, 
Cavness, added: 

“We never had to decide about it, 
because the minutes always re- 
flected that two were present. We’d 
have been ovr there knocking on 
his door to check the legality of 
one vote if it had come up.” 

Cavness was also asked if the 
minutes which Shepperd said did 
not accurately reflect the situation 
“constituted the official basis of 
your regular audit,” and he re- 
plied: 

“Yes, at that time that was the 
way we operated. generally. 
Whether it was legally right or not 
we don’t know. It may not be.” 

- 


an assistant to 


Cavness told the House group 
that “we haven't got to all of” the 
60 or 75 group deals yet. He said 
that it’s possible for an individual 
veteran’s land deal to be illegal 
and for a group deal to be legiti- 
mate. In individual deals, too, he 
said, ‘sometimes you can see a 
little collusion between the seller 
and purchaser, and possibly the ap- 





The group deals in questio@ us- ' 
Ster- | lot too much for the land.” 


praiser, and the State could pay a 





Houston has the largest population, | 
the greatest seaport and “the most|in everything his Department had 


—| ‘Could you 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


the week that these minutes were 
false in that they “did not accur- 
ately reflect the situation.” He said 
that he had never approved any | 
deals and that Giles had done so 
alone. 

The Texas Observer asked C. H. | 
Cavness, the state auditor, at the 
conclusion of his testimony before 
the House group: 

“Would you have _ approved 
transactions of the Veterans Land 


Phillips Quizzes Attorney 


|General on Responsibility 


; Cavness said that cash accounting 
| is good in the Land Board’s ac- 
|counting division. 


| At the Senate hearing, Phillips | 
|asked Shepperd substantially the | 
question, with variations, 
|}about fourteen times. The basic 


| query was whether Shepperd had 


any additional informatien that 





| might help the committee write its | 


report. Shepperd generally indi- 
|cated he did not have any such in- 


Rep. J. E. Winfree, briefing the | formation that would not be repe- 
members as they prepared to leave |titious and would not “hinder the 


investigations,” but he offered to 
set aside a couple of days to bring 





for the committee's scrutiny. Phil- 


He got an argument on the last |/ips did not take him up on this. 


Shepperd said that the Board met 


bate, however, none of the legisla-+Very seldom and then only to set 
tors closed their minds to new evi- | Policy; administration, he said. was 


the chairman, Giles. 
shift the responsibil- 
Phillips asked. “No, I don't 
I could,” Shepperd said. “I 


|delegated to 


ity?” 
think 


veterans | think when you're attorney general 


|} you'll understand.” Phillips shot 
back he wasn’t seeking the office, 
and Chairman Hardeman, gaveling 
emphatically, said: i 

“Let’s keep personalities out of 


this. If you don't I'll lose a quorum 
—that’s the reason Weinert and 
Martin left.” Senators R. A. Wein- 
ert, Seguin. and Crawford Martin, 


Hillsboro, had left the hearing tem- 
porarily. 


Phillips read the land law 


from 


citing provisions requiring “the 
Board” to perform various duties 
Shepperd maintained that two of 


30ard el 


the three votes of the 
not necessary to approve land deals 


that he never himself approved 
such deals; and that he believed 
that “not even a hearing” by the 


Board was required for such ap- 


proval. The new Land Commis- 
sioner, J. Earl Rudder, now has 
complete authority, as did Giles. 
Shepperd said. 

* 

| On October 19, 1953, the testi- 


! mony developed, a letter went from 


John Davenport, administrative as- 
sistant to Shepperd. to G. Curtis 
Jackson, county attorney of Zavala 
County, asking for information 
about a group deal Jackson had 
described in a letter on October 9 
Davenport said in the letter of the 
19th that Shepperd had indicated 
he ‘most anxious to get to the 
bottom of any illegal activity.” 

Three days later, October 
1953, according to Jackson's files, 
he sent a letter to Shepperd saying 
that C. O. Hagan had promoted a 
large group land deal with unusu- 
ally high land valuations involved, 
in the name of the Winter Garden 
Development Company. Jackson 
asked that a law be passed to pro- 
hibit such deals and suggested a 
civil suit be instituted to recover 
the money the State paid out on the 
deal. 

Shepperd said there was no copy 
of the October 22nd letter in his 
files nor any notation of its for- 
warding to the Veterans’ Land 
Board. Nor was it answered, he 
said. “I don’t understand that. We 
answer letters,” he said. 

% 


Briscoe told the House State Af- 
fairs Committee that 770 veterans 
have participated in 63 block deals 
totaling $5,257,000 in only two 
South Texas counties, Dimmitt and 
Zavala. Somewhere in the adminis- 
tration of the program, he said, “the 
door was left open for profiteering 
and promoting.” 

“I believe it is the first time in 
Texas history a high state official 
has taken refuge and hidden behind 
the Fifth Amendment,” he said, re- 
ferring to Giles 


ids 


99 


Briscoe’s corrective bill would re- 
quire appraisers to have at least 
three years’ experience: require 
recommendations on land apprais- 
als from county officials: require a 
clear statement under oath of any 
re-sale or lease-back provisions be- 
tween seller and veteran: and make 
it a felony punishable by up to 10 
years in prison and a $10,000 fine to 
use false, forged, or fraudulent in- 
struments or to use fraud, decep- 
tion or duress on a veteran under 
the program. 
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IN WEBB COUNTY 
Taxpayers League 
~ To Look Into Schools 


| By RAMON GARCES 


Laredo Corresponde 


son of O. W. Killam, pioneer 
South Texas. He 


tne 


producer in 


The Texas Obse has about 150 contributing 
members 

The first oppositior The League has filed two suits 

County’s political mact against the County in its campaign 





early thirties is nov keep expenditures down. One 





| tention to the school to stop the County from carry- 
Satisfied with the ing out a bond issue. The League 
|resistance to the wa} laimed that the road funds were 
have been spending cx to be used as general operating 
the Webb County Tax; é i funds. The suit was decided against 
Citizens League, orgar ) the League, but the case was not 
|} cember, 1953, now plar iecided on its merits: that is, the 
tive study of how sch« courts decided the case on the pro- 
psn and the quality of cedure the League used to bring it 
| System in various aspect to court 
The League has reporte The other suit, which is not up 
lcounty’s operating exp: for trial yet, is to stop the County 
| were $461,000 lower thar from buying County supplies with- 


advertising for the lowest bid- 


pron 





Made up of 
bankers, ranchers, oilmer der 


|inessmen who becams In the comparison of expendi- 
| the way the machine res released by the League, the 
jing its business, the Lé iggest whittle was in the road 
|credit for the big red bridge fund. The County spent 
| penses. $741,500.64 in 1953 and only $334,- 
| Charles B. W. Dic} 55.70 last year after the League 
|dent of the League. rged a more detailed account of 
ing the comparison of spending 


The next biggest was in the 


Siasn 


“(The reductior 
lished without lowe salary fund. $217,448.98 was 
|ards of services renders pent in 1953 and $182,891.35 ir 
County to its tizer 1904 hich was more than $34,000 
years.” 

The League clai1 china : 
political. Its president Natural Gas Tax Bill 


Killam, a prominent 


Se Would Yield $35 Million 
Printing, Acers 


AUSTIN 

Backed an opinion from the 

ee a ttorney General’s office that two 

|, 4 fh bills are constitutional, Rep 

nqu ies SKe(i tis Ford of Corpus Christi is 

ning up support this week for his 

(Continued from 1 $ 00,000 natural gas pipeline tax 

paign, I am of the ae 

|tain officials did kn iad 

pe e ap Ford is proposing three bills. One 


on it because o 


Datead et ; them taxes all gas transmitted 
ASKe whnom ne 

stor Carbin d ntrastate and interstate one and 
ator Corbin salic “ a 
: -half cents per 1,000 cubic feet 


“Well, we better 


, _ LEER other requires a gas producer to 
em's going to testify 


to the buyer of the gas all 


s on 


Attorney Genera : P i 
|Shepperd, one of t! juction taxes if the sales price is 
| tutional members of the than 10 cents per 1,000 cubic 
lheen called to testify The third goes into effect only 
lnefaes the Senate the second is declared unconsti- 
l Gamemittes that day tic nal; it would set a minimum 
lJ Beri Rudder are 1} e of 10 cents per 1,000 cubic 
bien gas sold in Texas. 

Lieutenant Gover Ford’s strategy in the third bill 
isey referred the re: jiscourage pipe line companies 
lState Affairs Comn bringing suit against the sec- 
lnot expected t i bill. W. V. Geppert stated in 
| ahosat it. Senator Ge Attorney General’s Office inter- 
| of Dallas had asked be e memo on the bills: 
| mittee commitment it occurs to me that the pipe 
| appropriate committe. companies would not be very 
ling for one now,” R ous of contesting H. B. No. 2 in 
| There was general la effect a saving of only one- 
Ralph Yarborough ct fourth of a one and one-half cent 
| summer that there ve x on 1,000 cubic feet, and thereby 
larities in the award of stat ecome subject to an unquestion- 
ing contracts to the Time y valid minimum price meas- 
lishing Company of Miss ith | ure.’ 
which, he said, Shiv Geppert said the last two bills are 
members of his family nstitutional but did not express 
nected. Shivers denied 1 opinion about the first one. Sim- 
disclaiming any financi ilar but not identical legislation 
in the company at the tin f t was held unconstitutional last year 


award of the relevant by the U. S. Supreme Court. 
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Group Passes Labor Bill 


(Continued from Page 1) 


*atterson said he thinks the bill 
is constitutional The measure 
would assert that “the right to 
work may not be denied through 


membership or non-membership in 


a union,” he said. He also felt that 
unless states take action in the 
area of organizational picketing 
the courts might write into the law 
principles unduly protecting pick- 
eting. 

Rev. Thomas Maher, testifying on 


behalf of Archbishop Robert Lucey 
Parochial Desegregation 
Said ‘Working’ in S. A. 
SAN ANTONIO 

The admission of Negro students 
to Catholic schools in San Antonio 
has resulted in the withdrawal of 
white students by only three fami- 
lies, the archdiocese of San Antonio 
has reported 


Msgr. James M. Boyle said 

“It's working very well with us 
The actual admission of Negroes 
into the white schools was taken as 
a very normal thing.’ 
CHURCHMEN CONFER 

AUSTIN 

A churchmen's conference on 
State Government is in progress 
here this week, Monday through 


Wednesday. under the sponsorship 
of the Texas Council of Methodist 
Women and the Texas Council of 
Churches. Studies of problem areas 
and a legislative dinner are a part 


of the program. 






of San Antonio, said that the bill 
would take from employees the 
‘ight to bargain collectively Man 
s born with certain rights, whethe: 
they are recognized or not he 
said. “The right to organize is one 
of those rights.” He said the Park- 
10use measure is a bill that would 
esult in “class hatred and iss 
warfare 

Roy Harrington, executive sec: 
tal f the Texas CIO Council, said 
the measure would make a “horse 
and-buggy state Texas and 
would be “a long step backward 
As former secretary of Local 23 of 
the Oil Workers in Port Arthur, he 
said that retail workers had come 
to his union asking to be organized 


“The issue in Port Arthur,” he said, 


“is whether we will have a union 
for those who need it most.” 
Under the bill as written, Jerry 


Holleman, executive secretary of 
Texas AFL said, employees seeking 


who 


union recognition met a re- 
fusal from their employer would 
be denied the right to strike for 


He asked why the bill 
for deter- 


recognition 
provided no procedure 
mining whether the 
of the 
* 
In the discussion on the com- 
mon carrier bill, Ken McCalla, rep- 
resenting the Texas Railroad Asso- 
ciation, said it would be the “only 
answer” for getting essential ship- 
ments to and from struck plants 
Robert Eckhardt of Houston, 


employees employer 


speaking for the CIO, called it the | 


petitioning | 


workers represent a majority of the | 
| Sheeler, 


most st 


ringent bill in any civilized 


jurisdiction in the world or, so far 


as he knew, in uncivilized ones 


It 


would fine violators up to $500 or 


put the 
or do 
picket 


work. Joe 


railway 
would 


breaker 


carriers, 


violate 


m in jail up to six months. 


both, for refusal to cross a 


of 
representing 
unions, said it 
and strike 
on common 
said it would 


line for specified types 
Steadham, 
workers 
make “scabs 
s” of workers 
and Clinton 
free speech 


. 
Parkhouse reverted to the Port 


Arthur 
of the 
that C 
the stri 


-ommunist 


strike again in his defense 
change-of-venue bill, saying 
“agents” started 
ke 


Clinton said the bill was directed 


against 
agents, 
would 
to find 


labor unions, their officers, 
and members, and that 
let employers “shop around 
a friendly judge to issue an 


ha 
it 


injunction at any time of the day 
or night.” 


LEGAL ADS— 
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO 


COUNTY 
| STATE OF TEXAS 


TO WH¢ 
Notice 


INCORPORATE 
OF HARRISON 


1M IT MAY CONCERN 


is hereby given that Arthur de 


Cardenas, Clarence A. Evans, and Jack T. 


partners, composing the firm of 


Pan American Engineering & Associates 
of Longview, Texas, intend to incorporate 
such firm under the name of Pan Ameri- 


can Engineering, 


expiratio 
the 22nd 


Pp 


By 
42-4 
TO WH‘ 
Notice 


Incorporated, after the 

m of thirty days from this date, 

day of January, 1955. 

AN AMERICAN ENGINEERING 
& ASSOCIATES 

s CLARENCE A. EVANS 

Partner 
)M IT MAY CONCERN: 


is hereby given that Central 


Texas Equipment Co., previously a part- 


nership 


composed of Joe M. Teague and 
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Howdy, Partner! 























ICT agent shares with you its growth, success and stability. 


owner-customer. It’s just good business to do business with 


It's time you met your partner in progress. 


Company 














Rieti are you already know the local agent for your own 

union member-owned ICT Insurance Company. If you do, then you're already 
familiar with his personal service to you and your community. Perhaps you know 
him as a neighbor — even as a close friend of your family. But in case you 
don't know your ICT agent, there is a still greater reason why you should meet 
him. Not only is your ICT agent a good citizen and your friend, 


he is your partner as well. As a representative of your company, your 
His success as an ICT agent contributes to your success as an ICT 


yourself. if you haven't met your ICT agent, call Western Union operator 25. 


The I¢T Insurance 


HOME OFFICE: Dallas, Texas @ BenlJack Cage, President 


Owned by Union Members « Building a Better America 
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H. C. Bell, Jr., has been incorporated 
without a change of the firm name, and 
such firm hereafter will be operated as a 


corporation 
CENTRAL TEXAS EQUIPMENT CO. 
By: Joe M. Teague, Partner 
40-4 


rtiikik STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF TRAVIS 
In the name and by the authority of 
the State of Texas 

Notice is hereby given as follows: 

To: Richard S. White and Sylva J. 
White, whose residences are unknown, 
and the unknown owner owners 
of the property hereinafter described 
or any interest therein; the heirs 
and legal representatives and the un- 
known heirs and legal representatives 
of each of the above named and men- 
tioned persons who may be deceased: and 
the corporate officers, trustees, receivers 
and stockholders of any of the above 
named or mentiened parties which may be 
corporations, defunct or otherwise, to- 
gether with the successors, heirs and as- 


or 


+ signs of such corporate officers, trustees, 


receivers, and stockholders, and any and 
all persons, including adverse claimants, 
owning or having or claiming any legal 
or equitable interest in or lein upon the 
following described property delinquent to 
Plaintiff herein, for taxes, to-wit: All that 
certain lot, tract, or parcel of land lying 
and being situated in the County of Travis, 
State of Texas described as follows: Lot 5, 
in Outlot 8, of Division “B” of Oil Mill 
Addition, in the City of Austin, Travis 
County, Texas according to the map or 
plat of said addition recorded in Plat Book 
3, page 40 of the Plat Records of Travis 
County, Texas; and being the same prop- 
erty conveyed by Jno. A. Gracy to Richard 
S. White and wife, Sylva J. White, by 
Deed dated May 15, 1934 and recorded in 
Volume 502, page 438, Deed Records of 
Travis County, Texas. 

Which said property is delinquent to 
Plaintiff for taxes in the following 
amounts: $86.66, exclusive of interest, 
penalties and costs, and there is included 
in this suit in addition to the taxes all 
said interest, penalties and costs thereon, 
aliowed by law up to and including the 
day of judgment herein. 

You are hereby notified that suit has 
been brought by the City of Austin as 
Plaintiff, against the above named per- 
sons, and the State of Texas and the 
County of Travis, as Defendants, by petition 
filed on the 16th day of December, 1954, 
in a certain suit styled City of Austin 
vs. Richard S. White, et al for collec- 
tion of the taxes on said property and 
that suit is now pending in the District 
Court of Travis County 53rd Judicial Dis- 
trict, and the file number of said suit is 


100,097, that the names of all taxing 
units which assess and collect taxes on 
| the property hereinabove described not 





made parties to this suit are, NONE. 
Plaintiff and all other taxing units who 
set up their tax claims seek recovery of 
delinquent ad valorem taxes on the prop- 
erty hereinabove described, and in addi- 
tion to the taxes all interest, penalties, 
and costs allowed by law thereon up to 


| and including the day of judgment herein, 


and the establishment and foreclosure of 
liens, if any, securing the payment of 
same, as provided by law. 

All parties to this suit, including Plain- 
tiffs, Defendants, and Intervenors, shall 
take notice that claims not only for any 
taxes which were delinquent on said prop- 
erty at the time of this suit was filed but 
all taxes becoming delinquent thereon at 
any time thereafter up to the day of judg- 
ment including all interest, penalties, and 
costs allowed by law thereon, may, upon 
request therefor, be recovered herein with- 
out further citation or notice to any par- 
ties herein, and all said parties shall take 
notice of and plead and answer to all 
claims and pleadings now on file and 
which may hereafter be filed in said 
cause by al! other parties herein, and all 
of those taxing units above named who 
may intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said prop- 
erty. 

You are hereby commanded to appear 
and defend such suit on the first Monday 
after the expiration of Forty two (42) 
days from and after the date of issuance 
hereof, the same being the 7th day of 
March A. D., 1955 (Which is the return 
day of such citation), before the Honor- 
able District Court, 53rd Judicial District 
of Travis County, Texas, to be held at the 
courthouse thereof, then and there to show 
cause why judgment shall not be rendered 
for such taxes, penalties, interests and 
costs, and condemning said property and 
ordering foreclosure of the constitutional 
and statutory tax liens thereon for taxes 
due the Plaintiff and the taxing units 
parties hereto, and those who may inter- 
vene herein, together with all interest, 
penalties and costs allowed by law up to 
and including the day of judgment herein, 
and all costs of this suit. 

Issued and given under my hand and 
seal of said court in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, this 20th day of 
January, A. D., 1955. 

(s) 0. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Court 
Travis County, Texas 





CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Carl V. O’Grady Defendant, in the 
hereinafter styled and numbered cause: 

You are hereby ded PP 
before the 126th District Court of Travis 
County, Texas, to be held at the court- 
house of said county in the City of Aus- 
tin, Travis County, Texas, at or before 
10 o’clock A. M. of the first Monday after 
the expiration of 42 days from the date 
of issuance hereof; that is to say, at or 
hefore, 10 o'clock A. M. of Monday the 
7th day of March, 1955, and answer the 
petition of plaintiff in Cause Number 
100,326, in which Bonnie O’Grady is Plain- 
tiff and Carl V. O’Grady is defendant, 
filed in said Court on the 19th day of 
January, 1955, and the nature of which 
said suit is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for judg- 
ment in favor of Plaintiff and against 
Defendant for decree of divorce dissolving 
the bonds of matrimony heretofore and 
now existing between said parties; Plain- 
tiff alleges cruel treatment on the part of 
Defendant towards her of such a nature 
as to render their further living together 
as husband and wife altogether insup- 
portable; Plaintiff further prays for the 
restoration of her former name, Bonnie 
Harms; Plaintiff further alleges that no 
children were born of said union and no 
community property exists; Plaintiff fur- 
ther prays for relief, general and special ; 

All of which more fully appears from 
Plaintiff's Original Petition on file in this 
office ; 

If this citation is not served within 90 
days after the date of its issuance, it shall 
be returned unserved. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR, Clerk 





of the District Courts of Travis County, 
Texas. 











hand and 


Issued and given under my 


the seal of said Court at office in the 
City of Austin, this the 19th day of 
January, 1955. 
(s) O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
By (s) GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Emil F. Graf, Defendant, in the 
hereinafter styled and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to appear 
before the 126th District Court of Travis 
County, Texas, to be held at the court- 
house of said county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or before 10 
o'clock A. M. of the first Monday after the 
expiration of 42 days from the date of 
issuance hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
fore, 10 o'clock A. M. of Monday the 28th 
day of February, 1955, and answer the 
petition of plaintiff in Cause Number 
100,262, in which Edna K. Graf is Plain- 
tiff and Emil F. Graf is defendant, filed 
in said Court on the 10th day of January, 
1955, and the nature of which said suit 
is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for judg- 
ment in favor of Plaintiff and against 
Defendant for decree of divorce dissolving 
the bonds of matrimony heretofore and 
now existing between said parties; Plain- 
tiff alleges that she and Defendant have 
lived separate and apart without cohabita- 
tion for a period of more than ten years; 
Plaintiff further alleges that no children 
were born of said union and no commun- 
ity property was accumulated; Plaintiff 
further prays for relief, general and spe- 
cial ; 

All of which more fully appears from 
Plaintiff's Original Petition on file in this 
office, and to which reference is here 
made ; 

If this citation is not served within 90 
days after date of its issuance, it shall be 
returned unserved. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk 
of the District Courts of Travis County, 
Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand and the 
seal of said Court at office in the City of 
Austin, this the 10th day of January, 1955. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
By PEARL BALLARD, Deputy 
40-4 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Notice is hereby given that Joe Delgado, 
Augustine Delgado and Reynolds Delgado, 
partners, composing the firm of South- 
western Furniture Manufacturers and do- 
ing business under that name, have in- 
corporated such firm without a change 
of the firm name on January 1, 1955. 

SOUTHWESTERN FURNITURE 
MANUFACTURERS 
by Reynolds Deglado, partner ; 
Joe J. Delgado, partner; and 
Augustine Delgado, partner. 
40-4 
CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Robert Lee Day, Defendant, in the 
hereinafter styled and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to appear 
before the 126th District Court of Travis 
County, Texas, to be held at the court- 
house of said county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or before 10 
o’clock A. M. of the first Monday after 
the expiration of 42 days from the date of 
issuance hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
fore, 10 o'clock A. M. of Monday the 28th 
day of February, 1955, and answer the 
petition of plaintiff in Cause 
97,506, in which Alberta Day is 
tiff and Robert Lee Day is defendant, 
filed in said Court on the 16th day of 
January, 1954, and the nature of which 
said suit is as follows: : 

Being an action and prayer for judg- 
ment in favor of Piaintiff and against 
Defendant for decree of divorce dissolv- 
ing the bonds of matrimony heretofore 
and now existing between said parties; 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment on the 
part of Defendant towards her of such a 
nature as to render their further living 
together as husband and wife altogether 
insupportable; Plaintiff further alleges 
that no children were born of said union 
and no community property accumulated ; 
Plaintiff further prays for restoration of 
her maiden name, Alberta Johnson and for 
relief, general and special ; 

All of which more fully appears from 
Plaintiff's Original Petition on file in 
this office, and to which reference is here 
made. 

If this citation is not served within 90 
days after date of its issuance, it shall be 
returned unserv 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk 
of the District Courts of Travis County, 
Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand and 
the seal of said Court at office in the 
City of Austin, this the 14th day of Janu- 


ary, 1955. 
T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas 
By (s) PEARL BALLARD, Deputy 
40-4 





CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Helen Gerlach Defendant, in the 
hereinafter styled and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to appear 
County, Texas, to be held at the court- 
before the 126th District Court of Travis 
10 o'clock A. M. of the first Monday after 
tin, Travis County, Texas, at or before 
house of said county in the City of Aus- 
the expiration of 42 days from the date 
issuance hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
fore, 10 o'clock A. M. of Monday the 21 
day of February, 1955, and answer the 
petition of plaintiff in Cause Number 
99,404, in which William Gerlach is plain- 
tiff and Helen Gerlach is defendant, filed 
in said Court on the 15 day of Septem- 
ber, 1954, and the nature of which said 
suit is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for judg- 
ment in favor of Plaintiff and against De- 
fendant for deeree of divorce dissolving 
the bonds of matrimony heretofore and 
now existing between said parties; Plain- 
tiff alleges cruel treatment on the part 
Defendant towards him of such a nature 
as to render their further living together 
as husband and wife altogether i pport- 
able; Plaintiff further alleges that no 
children were born of said union and no 
community property accumulated; Plain- 
tiff further prays for relief, general and 
special 

All of which more fully appears from 
Plaintiff's Origiral Petition on file in this 
office ; 

If this citation is not served within 90 
days after date of its issuance, it shall be 
returned unserved. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk 
of the District Courts of Travis County, 
Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand and 
the seal of said Court at office in the 
City of Austin, this the 6th day of Janu- 


ary, 1955. 
{ 0. T. MARTIN, JR. 


Clerk of the (District Courts, 
Travis 
By (s) GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy 





County, Texas. 
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